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M

artin Luther’s Protestant Reformation began here. Man cannot be justified before God by works. The Scripture is clear on this issue. We cannot earn our salvation, nor can we do anything to keep, or maintain our salvation. God has made all the provisions necessary, and takes the responsibility Himself to keep us in that salvation.

Now we know that what things the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe. For there is no difference, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness, for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay, but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
Romans 3:19-28 

What shall we say then that Abraham our father as pertaining to the flesh hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof which to glory, but not before God. For what saith the Scripture? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  

Romans 4:1-5

The Scripture is clear; we are justified by faith just as Abraham was justified. The law can’t justify us; it brought the knowledge of sin. The law can’t make us righteous; it makes us sin more by defining sin. The basis of our justification is the cross and Jesus who died on the cross to become our propitiation. The word propitiation means “satisfaction” and is the same word translated, mercy seat in the Old Testament. We find God’s mercy and forgiveness in the cross of Jesus Christ.

The cross was the eternal reckoning factor that God established for the forgiveness of sin. Justification through the cross was established before the world was created.

According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the beloved.

In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace; wherein He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; having made known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself,

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather to together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him: in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will:

That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ.

Ephesians 1:4-12

God’s plan of salvation through the cross was established before the creation of the world. All those who believe in what Jesus accomplished on the cross were chosen before the foundation of the world, only because salvation through the cross was established then. All who believe in the cross have been chosen because they are “in Christ.”

Abraham was justified by faith because he believed what God said. God made a tremendous promise to Abraham, and he believed it. The promise of faith that God made to Abraham looked forward to the cross. We are justified by faith because our faith looks back at the cross. The cross is the eternal justification factor, because Jesus paid the price for all sin.

How do we receive this justification? We receive it only one way; by believing what God said in His Word.

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

Acts 16:31

Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:24

We are saved and justified because we believe in what Jesus did on the cross to count for us personally. We cannot be justified in any other manner. On our own, we have no standing before God; our only standing is in Christ. This is possible because of our belief in what Jesus accomplished on the cross; and that the cross gave satisfaction to God.

It is important to see whom God justifies. Romans 4:5 makes it clear that God justifies the ungodly. We must come to God knowing and acknowledging that we are ungodly. Some people believe they must somehow clean up their lives before coming to God. If it were possible for a person to clean up their life, then justification is not possible, because God only justifies the ungodly. The Word does the work of cleaning up our lives later.

For this cause also we thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the wo4rd of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.
I Thessalonians 2:13

The key to this passage in I Thessalonians is that the Word of God works in us when we believe. We can trust the fact that the Word of God will do what it is meant to do.

Not only were we ungodly when we came to God, but notice also the following Scriptures:

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

But God commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then being now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Romans 5:6, 8-10

Notice the description of those who are justified . . . without strength, ungodly, sinners, and enemies. We cannot take any credit for our justification before God. He has taken all the responsibility Himself. We cannot earn His forgiveness or justification. It is all a gift of His grace and mercy toward us.
For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9

…not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5

Often, when we talk about salvation by faith, through the grace of God, many people accuse us of promoting easy believism, without leading a person to make Jesus the Lord of their life. There are those who teach that a person is not truly saved unless Jesus is their Lord. I understand what they mean, because I do believe that a saved person will evidence some change in their life as proof they have truly been saved. And, I would respond with this: it is easy to believe, but believing isn’t necessarily easy. Having believed personally for salvation, I am then confronted with the need for a Christian walk. Living the life brings conflict into my life, resulting in turmoil and struggle. I now understand that the old nature was crucified with Christ, and I must by faith, based on the fact of the Word, reckon it dead. There are many distractions that attempt to keep my attention away from the Lord and His control of my life. I encounter my own selfishness, as I struggle to allow my life to be controlled my life by the Word working in me.

Believing for salvation takes only a moment; learning to walk as a Christian takes a lifetime. To those who insist that a person cannot be saved unless Jesus is Lord and in control of every area of our life; who can actually say that their life is 100% under the Spirit’s control?

Why do we lay down the law after a person has received salvation? We tell them where they can and cannot go, what they can and cannot wear, what they should eat or not eat, drink or not drink, etc. Why do we try to do the work of the Holy Spirit? We must have faith for the new believer, that God’s plan will unfold in their life, as they seek Him and study His Word. Our main responsibility with new believers is to ground them in the Word. Let’s teach them about God’s grace and mercy, rather than placing heavy emphasis on service and works. Service is the natural response of faith, as a result of studying God’s Word. Let’s teach obedience, but let obedience be the response of love.

If you are reading this without the assurance of going to Heaven if you should die today, please know that salvation is near, as near as your decision to believe. In fact, even before praying, if you have believed, you are saved. We are justified by faith and believing in that which God has done. That which we could not do for ourselves, God has done for us on the cross, and God is satisfied with that finished work.

…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
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