
PAULINE DISTINCTIVENESS
Reformation Papers #4

For I speak to you Gentiles, in as much as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office.


Romans 11:13

In my years of Bible study and teaching, I never doubted that Paul the Apostle was special. In fact, Pastor Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel emphasized the importance and uniqueness of Paul. But, attention was never given to the fact that Paul’s message was actually different from the message of Peter and the other apostles. We were also taught that Paul, not Matthias was God’s choice for replacement of Judas Iscariot, making Paul one of the twelve, rather than an altogether special apostle. I have since realized that Paul was not the replacement for Judas Iscariot and was not one of the twelve. Matthias was numbered with the eleven apostles (Acts 1:26). God had something completely different for Paul to accomplish. A special revelation was given to Paul, a message that was not revealed to the other apostles.

The New Testament without the epistles of Paul, does not have a clear declaration of the Gospel and of the grace of God. Paul said,

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

Romans 1:16

Just what is the gospel of Christ? We use the term gospel all the time, but do we really understand the message of the gospel? The following are some examples of Paul’s expositions on the gospel: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures . . .
I Corinthians 15:1-4

This was the basic gospel message that Paul preached. Earlier in this same epistle, he told them that this was his singular mission:
And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
I Corinthians 2:1-2

Some may describe this as Paul’s one string guitar. His purpose was fixed and he knew his message. Elsewhere, he expanded further on the message of the gospel:
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.

Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay; but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
Romans 3:24-28

Paul has laid out the basic gospel message, the fact that Jesus died for us and that he rose again. In various scriptures as in the one just cited, Paul tells us how to partake of this provision of Jesus Christ. No law is involved; only faith is required. There are no good works that we can accomplish to find salvation. The work was done by Jesus. We only need to believe in what Jesus did on the cross, and that it counts for us personally. Notice in the following scriptures, those for whom Jesus died:
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

Romans 5:6-10

Who did Jesus die for? Those without strength, the ungodly, sinners, and enemies. This is an all inclusive list, don’t you think? His death resulted in our justification and our salvation from the wrath of God.
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.
Romans 4:5

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Romans 10:9-13

Salvation is a call away. No requirements; just call on the Lord and believe in the cross. He took our place and received the punishment and judgment for sin.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
I Corinthians 5:21

On the cross, Jesus became sin for us; all our sins were laid upon Him. He suffered for our sins. Now, because we believe in what He did on the cross, God declares that we are righteous. He exchanged our sins for His righteousness.

In Colossians 1:13-14, Paul expands further on what happened as a result of the cross: 
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, in whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins . . .
These are established present facts as a result of the cross. This is not something we are waiting on, as though it will happen only in the future. We have redemption now. We have forgiveness of sins now. Please notice that Paul says we have redemption through his blood. Did you know that most new Bible versions omit the phrase, through his blood?

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross: 

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

Colossians 2:10-15

In this Scripture, Paul reveals more of those things we have in Christ. Everything that was against us has been removed and nailed to the cross. We have been forgiven.

As a review, Paul gives us the truth about how we get into this gospel:

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
Galatians 2:16

There is nothing I can do that will earn a position with God. I cannot work my way to Heaven. Our ticket in is our belief in Jesus Christ. We are justified by faith alone. These are truths given to us exclusively by Paul the Apostle, the Apostle to the Gentiles.

Just how did Paul receive the message of the Gospel that he preached? He tells us in Galatians 1:11-12:
But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
And continuing in Galatians 1 he said,

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:

Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.

Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord’s brother. . . . Then fourteen years after I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also. And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.
Galatians 1:15-19, 2:1-2

Paul said that his gospel came by a direct revelation from Jesus Christ. He didn’t even see the other apostles until three years after his conversion. Just as the other apostles had spent three years learning from Jesus during His earthly ministry, Paul also spent three years in the deserts of Damascus, learning directly from the risen Lord Jesus. His gospel did not come from men. The message given to Paul was exclusive, and given for an exclusive purpose.

There was a problem in Galatia. In Galatians 2, Paul is writing to correct this problem. He is referring to the incident recorded in Acts 15:
And certain men which came down from Judea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. 

Acts 15:1-2

We should be thankful to God that these events occurred. God called Paul to resolve these issues and to answer the question, Is the law of Moses still the means of access to God?  Salvation does not come by keeping the law, and the law was never given to the Gentiles. The issue was settled. Salvation is by faith alone. Paul even confronted Peter about these questions:
And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which I also was forward to do.

But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.

But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
Galatians 2:9-16

Only someone with a special calling could argue with authority against the great Apostle Peter. After all, Peter was the one who was given the keys to the Kingdom by Jesus Christ. But Peter and the others yielded to Paul, and acknowledged the truth that was given to Paul. Peter, in his epistle, even writes concerning Paul:
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.
And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
II Peter 3:13-16

Peter says that the answer for the longsuffering of the Lord, and the delay in the establishing of the Kingdom, was given to Paul. The longsuffering and delay are resulting in the salvation of Gentiles. Peter directs those Jewish believers to whom he is writing, to look toward Paul. And, Peter acknowledged that the writings of Paul were indeed, Scriptures.
Paul’s message was unique:

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward:

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words; whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:1-9

Paul was given a message that had been a mystery from the beginning of the world. It had not been revealed to anyone else. This was exclusive and unique to Paul’s ministry. His message was the unsearchable riches of Christ, and his goal was to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery. Paul was entrusted with the dispensation of the grace of God. We are in that dispensation. God is working by grace today, through the church, the body of Christ. Paul gave us this message. You cannot find this message in any other book of the Bible. This is exclusive to Paul’s writings. He also wrote about this in the book of Colossians:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints;

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 

Colossians 1:25-28

This message was a mystery; it was revealed for the first time to the Apostle Paul. He brought it to us, through the books of Scripture which he wrote.

Without the application of the principles of rightly dividing the Word of Truth, it can seem as though some Scriptures contradict others. Some of Paul’s teaching certainly seems to contradict teaching elsewhere in the Scriptures. Take for example what Jesus said in the Gospels:
For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew 6:14-15

But, Paul had this to say:

And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.   
Ephesians 4:32

The words of Jesus seem to make our forgiveness from God dependent upon our forgiving others. But Paul makes it clear that we forgive others because we have been forgiven by God. Is this a contradiction? No, just two different programs. Remember to whom Jesus is talking:

But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Matthew 15:24

Paul is the Apostle to the Gentile church, the body of Christ. Jesus also said:
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

Therefore take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? Or, what shall we drink? Or, wherewithal shall we be clothed? Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
Matthew 6:25-31, 34

But Paul said:

For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.
Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. 

II Thessalonians 3:10-12

The words of Paul are certainly different from those of Jesus. Paul speaks about working to make provision for needs. This is different from, take no thought. Paul’s words infer taking thought, in order to provide.

One of the sharpest contrasts is that of Paul versus Moses. We read in Deuteronomy 6:24-25:

And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.

And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.
Notice that their obedience and their doing equals righteousness. This was the dispensation of the law. It was given to the nation of Israel. Their obedience brought the blessings of God and their disobedience brought judgment and cursings. But, contrast this with the words of Paul:

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.
Romans 4:5

Our faith is counted for righteousness, not our doing. God has done the work. We trust in that work, and believe that God is completely satisfied in the sacrifice of the cross. We come to God as ungodly, believing in the finished work of the cross, and God justifies us. What a deal!

Paul is also in contrast to Peter, first in whom they minister to. Peter is an apostle to the Jewish believers, who believe the Kingdom message. He makes it clear that he is writing his epistles to them. Paul is the Apostle to the Gentiles, as mentioned earlier. His writings provide the doctrine for the church. Notice the message of Peter in Acts 2:37-38:

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Peter’s instructions? Repent and be baptized. How about Paul? What did he say?

And [the Philippian Jailer] brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

Acts 16:30-31

What is the difference between the invitations of Peter and Paul? Paul said nothing about baptism but Peter included baptism in his instructions. Paul’s presentation of the gospel said nothing about water baptism. Baptism served a purpose under another economy and program, that of the Jewish Kingdom believers. It is not part of the gospel as presented to the Gentile church. Should the church practice water baptism today? I was baptized in water in June 1972. My family has all been baptized in water. Until recently, I have always been part of churches that practiced water baptism. We did not believe in its necessity for salvation. We believed that it was acting out something that had happened inwardly. But we never considered why we baptized, since it was not necessary for salvation. My experiences with water baptism occurred before I more recently began discovering the truth of right division.

Paul gives no instructions in his epistles on water baptism. This explains why, that among those groups that practice water baptism, there are so many variations in the practice and teaching on water baptism. Items debated include: immersion, sprinkling, three times under, forward or backward, infant baptism, etc., etc. Paul is silent on all of these questions. He does say that he baptized Crispus, Gaius and the household of Stephanas, but at the same time said,

For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 

I Corinthians 1:17

There are churches that believe in baptismal regeneration, but according to Paul, this cannot be. We are not saved by any works that we do, even if it does appear to be a spiritual activity mentioned in the Scripture. Right division principles guide the proper application of various Scripture admonitions. These are items that do not reconcile, if right division principles are not applied.

Paul can also be contrasted with James. For instance, James said:
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?
Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.  

James 2:20-24

Martin Luther didn’t like the epistle of James. He called it an epistle of straw.  Martin Luther started the Protestant reformation on the principle of justification by faith alone, apart from works. James identifies who he is writing to in the beginning of his epistle, namely, the twelve tribes scattered abroad. Now, consider the words of Paul:
What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

Romans 4:1-5

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 

Romans 3:28

Both Paul and James use Abraham as an example of justification; but they have different conclusions. The discrepancy is solved when you realize the different dispensations applicable to each of these passages. James writes about a time in which works will be important, in the earthly Kingdom Age of the future. But our salvation is not obtained by works. The usual explanation given in Christian circles concerning the discrepancy between Paul and James on this subject is that James writes about the fruit that will be evident in a believer’s life, as a result of salvation. But that still makes salvation dependent upon works, and we have already made it abundantly clear that salvation is not of works.

Other examples are too numerous to mention. Although they appear on the surface to be contradictory, they are not, when understood through the principles of right division, and knowing that Paul was given a special message of grace by an exclusive revelation.

Why do we look to Paul’ s epistles for church doctrine? Did he tell us to do this? I think he did.

Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
I Corinthians 11:1

He did set himself up as the example, and instructs us to follow him. As pointed out earlier, Paul even asserted authority over Peter, when Peter was wrong.

Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
Philippians 4:9

Take comfort in the fact that God gave to the Gentiles an Apostle who gave the marvelous revelation of the grace of God. We have the record that he left for us. God’s will has been revealed in His Word, and through Paul’s writings, we have all the doctrine we need for the function of the church. Paul’s ministry was unique and distinctive.
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