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All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

II Timothy 3:16-17

As Christians, we exercise faith. We are first saved by faith. We do not see God, but we believe in God. But faith must have a basis in fact for faith to be legitimate. Belief in God begins with some basic assumptions, such as:

· If God exists, and is the creator of man, then He would have revealed Himself to man early in man’s history, and . . .

· The revelation of God would remain constant and consistent throughout history.

· If God is able to inspire men to write down His words, then He is also able to preserve those same words throughout all ages.

God has given a revelation of Himself, and has preserved it throughout the ages. That revelation is the Bible. It is a complete book, for everything we need to know about God and about the purpose and destiny of man, is contained in the Bible. The Bible is the Word of God and a complete book.

Most churches and Christian organizations develop a doctrinal statement or a statement of faith, which usually contains a statement about the Bible as one tenet of their statement of faith. The following are two actual examples:

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God and inerrant in the original writings.

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative, inerrant Word of God.

Both statements taken from two different organizations were the first tenets in the statements of faith. Both are virtually the same, except the first one claiming inerrancy in the original writings. Actually that statement encourages doubt whether God has truly preserved His Word after the original writings. God meant for man to read His Word; therefore, multiple copies were made throughout history. Having been associated with the source of the first statement (footnote #1), I’m not sure why we had such a statement. It would not be my choice today. The second statement more closely resembles what I believe about the Bible.

The many copies of God’s Word can also be trusted to be God’s Word. God’s Word is very important to God Himself, for the Bible says,

 . . . for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. 

Psalm 138:2b

God’s Word is given a place of honor, even above His name. But, in many segments of the church, there has been a widespread departure from the Scriptures. The focus today in many churches is dramatic programs and musical performances, rather than teaching the Scriptures. The other things are fine in their place, but only as secondary to the Scriptures.

So then, we must have faith and trust that God not only inspired the original writings, but that He also preserved His Word down through the centuries. If we claim to believe that the Bible is the Word of God, then we need to change our practice and elevate what God is elevating - His Word.

For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12

This verse from Hebrews leaves no doubt about the importance of the Word of God.  It is alive and working in our lives. It feeds our spirit, in fact separates the soul from the spirit. Through the study of God’s Word, we learn what is in our own hearts.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.
Hebrews 5:12

God’s Word is the strong meat that nourishes our spirit, and with diligent study our senses become exercised to enable us to know good and evil. Paul also speaks about the Word that works in our lives:

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

I Thessalonians 2:13

Since we have this promise of the Word working in us, why don’t we spend more time reading and studying the Word? Spiritual growth cannot come without the study of God’s Word. The Scripture tells us to study, and gives us the outline of how to study:

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
II Timothy 2:15


I have written previously about Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth, the method of Bible study spoken of in this verse. Right Division simply understands the different programs in which God worked, is working today, and will work in the future. The key to understanding the Bible is to understand this difference.

It takes the Scripture to renew our minds, as the following passages describe:

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. 

Ephesians 5:26

And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

Romans 12:2

And be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 


Ephesians 4:23

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him . . .
Colossians 3:10

It is the washing of water by the word that brings renewal to our minds. Notice it is the new man which is renewed in knowledge. Studying the scriptures constitutes legitimate brain washing!

Several years ago I heard someone describe a meeting they were part of, saying that the Holy Spirit was present, and was moving so powerfully among the people, that the preacher didn’t get a chance to preach. But this is sad, because only the Word can nourish man’s spirit, as demonstrated by the above Scriptures. Highly charged emotional services and experiences take place in the realm of man’s soul, and do nothing for the spirit of man.

God is not giving further revelation today. Everything we need to know about God and about His will has already been revealed in His Word. Even in my experiences with the Calvary Chapel movement, we were taught this truth; however, we still asked God to reveal His will to us, which was a denial of what we proclaimed concerning the Scriptures and the will of God.

It’s sad to see the departure from the teaching of the Word among Christian circles. Several years ago, I had the opportunity to have a conversation with John Wimber, who then was affiliated with Calvary Chapel. (John left Calvary Chapel, taking his church with him, and founded the Vineyard Christian Fellowship movement, which is more charismatic and experientially oriented than Calvary Chapel. John Wimber died on November 17, 1997.) We were discussing the early and rapid growth of Calvary Chapel, and how the ministry of Calvary Chapel was centered around home Bible Studies. I had always heard Pastor Chuck Smith expound on the fact that people came to hear the Word, but John Wimber told me that he believed that people were drawn to Calvary because of miracles, and emotional experiences. He told me, “you have to remember, the church gave us the Bible.” I will never forget those words that John Wimber spoke to me. They are frightening words, indeed dangerous words. Those words imply that the Bible is not enough, is incomplete, and subservient to the authority of the church. Those words of John Wimber open the door to experiences of all kinds, since the Bible will not be the guide. Who then is the authority? Wimber, much like the Roman Catholic Church, seemed to believe that the church is the authority. Who says whether something is of God or not of God?  

The church didn’t give us the Bible. God gave us the Bible.

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
II Peter 1:21

The words of the Bible are inspired by the Holy Spirit. We have God’s complete revelation of His Will.

The Bible speaks about the end times, and the departure from sound doctrine that will take place.

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils . . .

If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.
I Timothy 4:1, 6

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.    

II Timothy 4:2-4

And, Paul’s instructions to Timothy emphasize the importance of the Scriptures:

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.
II Timothy 3:13-17

Apostasy, rather than revival, will be the condition of the world in the end times. I am aware that many prominent evangelicals are talking about the so-called revival going on in the world right now, especially in Pensacola, Florida. Any true revival would affect society, but society is not being affected; in fact, conditions in our society continue to grow worse. No, I don’t think there will be an end time revival, rather, I believe that apostasy, and a departure from the truth of the Word of God will mark the end times.

It may be a song for children, but it is still true, Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so. How do I know He loves me? The Bible tells me so. How do I know that my sin has been forgiven and that he has accepted me? The Bible tells me so. How do I know that He is the God who created the universe and everything in it? The Bible tells me so. How do I know that as a Christian I have been blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ? The Bible tells me so. I don’t need any other revelations.  God’s Word is complete and gives me everything I need for living the Christian life. I must simply come to God’s book and believe it by faith. We believe the facts as revealed in God’s Word because they are God’s Word; not because someone has had a revelation or a special word for us.

I used to believe that God would confirm to us those things in His Word, by using other sources, but why would He have to do that? God’s Word is God’s Word; it is its own confirmation. We must accept His Word and believe it by faith.

Over the years there have been so many different movements within the Body of Christ, and so many different experiences reported. When asked to explain these experiences and so-called manifestations of the Holy Spirit, I can only respond with, is it in the Scriptures? If it is not in the Bible, then I believe that I am under no obligation to explain the experience. The moment we accept an experience as legitimate and real that has no foundation in the Scripture, we have lost the basis for authority. If we cannot question a so-called experience, then we cannot question any experience. All experiences would be valid, with no basis of authority, and no standard by which to judge the experiences. This results in spiritual chaos and apostasy.

The Word of God was important to Paul, and he passed that importance down to Timothy:

Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
I Timothy 4:13, 16

Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
II Timothy 1:13

And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient; in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
II Timothy 2:24-26

But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
II Timothy 3:14-15

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
II Timothy 4:2-4

These are the personal instructions to Timothy, and the warnings as mentioned previously of the apostasy that will mark the end times. Even today, we see the results of those who have itching ears, looking for someone to tell them something that will result in a good emotional experience. Churches, and all in the ministry need to take heed to Paul’s words to Timothy, and practice them.

Today, controversy also rages over which Bible to use. Although it is not my intention to discuss at length the subject of Bible versions, I must point out a couple of verses, which, in my opinion establishes the Textus Receptus, the Greek text from which the King James Version was translated, as the best version to use. All the newer versions are based on other Greek texts, which through diligent study, can be discovered as corrupted Greek texts. These newer versions include: The New American Standard Bible (NASB), The New International Version (NIV), Revised Standard Version (RSV), The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), The Amplified Bible, Good News for Modern Man (Today’s English Version), The Living Bible, The Message, and many others. For purposes of this paper, I am using the NASB; keep in mind that all the other newer versions read the same way. Consider Mark 1:2 in the King James Version:

As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
Now, observe the same verse in the NASB:

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, Behold I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way.
Is it the prophets, or Isaiah? Actually, the verse quoted is found in Malachi 3:1. In this example, the new versions are actually in error. The King James Version is correct in the rendition, the prophets. Mark 1:3 then goes on to quote from Isaiah, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

The next example is Matthew 5:22, first in the King James Version:

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgement . . .
Now the same verse in the New American Standard Bible:

But I say to you that every one who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court . . .
The words, without a cause have been omitted in the new versions. You may think that this is not too serious, since it’s only three words; but it becomes extremely serious when you consider the following verse:

And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts . . . 

Mark 3:5

This verse is about Jesus. Interestingly enough, in the new Bibles, this verse reads the same, including the words, with anger. When comparing this verse in Mark 3:5 with the verse in Matthew 5:22, the new Bibles would make Jesus Christ guilty of committing sin, since He clearly became angry. But considering the King James Version and the words without a cause, the meaning becomes clear, as Jesus demonstrates the righteous anger of God.  He had a cause to be angry.

These two examples represent hundreds more differences between the King James Version and the new Bible versions. There are many deletions in the new versions that clearly change the meaning of the text. Is this trivial? Do the research and make your own conclusions.

What about the New King James Version? For years, I used the New King James Version, since it seemed closest to the King James Version, but with updated English. It claims to be based on the Textus Receptus and the Majority Text, which gave it the distinction of not following the texts from which the other new versions were based. But recently, I made the following discoveries about the New King James Version, when comparing verses with the King James Version:

For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

I Corinthians 1:21, KJV

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
I Corinthians 1:21, NKJV

Please notice the difference! There is nothing foolish about the message we preach. Preaching may seem foolish; but we don’t preach foolishness. I don’t know how I missed this obvious discrepancy all the years that I used the New King James Version. In the same argument, Paul the Apostle said,

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us which are saved, it is the power of God.
I Corinthians 1:18

Another example of the difference between the KJV and the NKJV:

Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.
II Corinthians 10:5, KJV

Casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
II Corinthians 10:5, NKJV

It is interesting that in this modern day of the New Age concept of imaging, that the word imaginations would be changed into arguments. The word imaginations goes deeper than the word arguments. It seems that the meaning of the verse has been softened a little. Why was it necessary to change it? Now for another, very serious discrepancy:

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
Genesis 15:5, KJV

Then He brought him outside and said, Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.  And He said to him, So shall your descendants be. 

Genesis 15:5, NKJV

The same promise to Abraham is again quoted by Paul in Romans:

Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.
Romans 4:18, KJV

Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, So shall your descendants be.
Romans 4:18, NKJV

You may think that this is not such a great difference, and that this again is trivial, but consider what Paul said in Galatians 3:16:

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made.  He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.  (KJV)

To change the word seed to descendants, destroys Paul’s argument concerning the promise made to Abraham. Paul is pointing out that the promise referred to Christ; not Abraham’s many descendants. Galatians 3:16 in the New King James is the same as King James, using the word seed, rather than descendants. I guess they felt they just couldn’t get away with the change in this verse. Why did they change it in the other verses? There are many more differences between the King James Version and the New King James Version, too numerous to mention in this writing.

There is much that can be written about Bible versions, and many others, much better qualified than this writer, have done so. My challenge to anyone is to do the homework, look at the side-by-side comparisons, and you will clearly see the deletions in the new versions, which represent an attack on the authority of the Scriptures. When we read marginal notes such as, Older more reliable manuscripts omit this verse; does it not cast doubt on the Word of God? Is the verse there, or isn’t it?  Who is qualified to say? I return to the premise stated at the beginning of this paper; if by faith we believe that God inspired His Word, then we must by faith believe that God has preserved His Word over the centuries.

Many cite the argument that the newer versions are based on older manuscripts recently discovered. But these were discoveries of manuscripts hidden away, out of the hands of people. God meant for His Word to be read and studied, copied and placed in the hands of people. The copies eventually became the Textus Receptus, from which the King James Version was translated. The text used the most, copied the most and read the most was the Word of God, not the manuscripts locked up, out of sight for centuries.

As pointed out previously, some may say that I am splitting hairs over this issue, but I must disagree. We must have a reliable book in which we can with confidence find the Word of God. Such a book exists in the translation of the Textus Receptus, found in the King James Version. Again, I would direct you to research the material written on this subject. You may be surprised at what you will discover.

My involvement with Grace Believers, those who Rightly Divide the Word of Truth, and follow as doctrine the epistles of Paul, have only reaffirmed what I believe about the Bible. At Calvary Chapel, we were always taught that, the Bible is the authority for all our faith and practice, and anything that cannot be substantiated by the Scriptures is to be rejected. Let us then return to the Scriptures, and give God’s book our undivided attention.

� Harvest Fellowship, Lima Ohio; an affiliate church of Calvary Chapel, Costa Mesa, California. With some friends, I founded this church and was its pastor.


� Great Commission Schools, Altoona, Pennsylvania; an independent Christian school where my wife teaches first grade and I teach in the High School.





PAGE  
26

