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Rightly dividing the Word of Truth, while familiar to me from II Timothy 2:15, recently has taken on new meaning. Foundational to right division is the difference between God’s prophetic program and His mystery program. In 25 years of Bible Study, I never saw this truth. Even now, attending a grace church that rightly divides the Scriptures and emphasizes the epistles of Paul, it has taken a while for this truth to “sink in.” I had no problem with God’s prophetic program, as described in the following scriptures:
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:

Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities.
Acts 3:19-26

Please note the phrase, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. This is the basis of Peter’s message, that of the prophetic fulfillment of Scriptures. A lame man had been healed, and Peter gives the explanation for what has happened; the coming of Jesus the Messiah and His healing ministry have all been foretold by God through the prophets.  Many aspects of the coming of the Messiah were foretold in Old Testament prophecies. Here are just a few:
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
Isaiah 9:6-7

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
Micah 5:2

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.
Zechariah 9:9

Even the dispensational context was in prophecy and revealed by Jesus:

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn. . .
Isaiah 61:1-2

This same Scripture, as quoted by Jesus:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.
Luke 4:18-21

Jesus, while quoting the passage from Isaiah, did not continue to read the rest of what is verse two in our Bible which says, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn, or He couldn’t have said, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. He certainly knew the distinction between His first coming and His second coming. In just two verses of Isaiah, aspects of both comings are mentioned, and Jesus gave them the proper interpretation. The Old Testament also spoke of the crucifixion:
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?. . .

He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.
They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
Psalm 22:1, 8, 14, 18

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him.
Isaiah 53:5-7, 10a

Also, the Lord’s future kingdom on the earth was foretold in Isaiah chapter 35. Even the fact that Gentiles would believe and trust in the Lord was prophesied:
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
Isaiah 11:10

I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles.
Isaiah 42:6

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.
Isaiah 60:3-5

While promise is made of the coming of the Gentiles to trust in the Lord, these Scriptures are in future Kingdom context. Gentiles will come to believe, but led by the Jews, God’s people, in His Kingdom.

But God’s mystery program, as revealed to  Paul the Apostle, is different, as the following Scripture shows:

Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.
Romans 16:25-26

The key phrase in this passage is, which was kept secret since the world began. Compare this to Peter’s statement in Acts 3:21, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. Both of these statements begin with the word, which, and end with the phrase, since the world began. The middle of the phrase is different. Peter spoke of Jesus being the fulfillment of prophecy, which God had foretold since the beginning of the world. But Paul spoke of a mystery, which had been hidden since the beginning of the world. This mystery was revealed exclusively to Paul. It cannot be found in the Scriptures of the Prophets, or in the writings of the other apostles. What is the mystery?

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words; whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ,)

Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:
Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: in whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.
Ephesians 3:1-12

The mystery was, that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel. Yes, Gentiles were promised salvation in the prophetic plan, but nothing like this. Until this mystery was revealed to Paul the Apostle, Gentiles were only saved by coming through the Jews. This new truth places Gentiles on the same level as Jews, in that we are placed as believers into the same body. Now there are no distinctions; we are all members of the one body. Anyone coming to salvation today must come the same way, by faith, trusting Christ as Savior. We become part of the body of Christ. In Ephesians 1:9-10, Paul expounds on this further:

Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: that in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.
Paul emphasizes that all things will be gathered together in one in Christ. This is the work God is doing today, that of forming the body of Christ. Paul writes further about this work of God in the body of Christ:
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
I Corinthians 12:13

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27-28

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
Colossians 3:10-11

All distinctions between people no longer exist in the body of Christ. This is that new man and the new creature that God is making. 
Paul has even more to say about the mystery:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
Ephesians 2:11-18

Once, we were far off from God, isolated from God and His promises. But because of Jesus and His shed blood, and the mercy of God we have been brought near to God. We were strangers as Gentiles, from the blessings and promises of Israel, with no hope. But Jesus has brought us peace, and given us complete access to God. Even the Jews under their system of laws and sacrifices did not enjoy the access to God that we now have through Jesus Christ. We are not waiting to receive this access; we have it now, through faith.

Please understand the significance of this mystery revealed to Paul. Paul writes about the work that God is doing that was not prophesied in Old Testament Scriptures. We looked at several Old Testament Prophecies and how they foretold the coming of Jesus Christ, and other aspects of His life. But the dispensation of the grace of God was not prophesied, and was given by revelation only to  Paul the Apostle. In fact, when Paul, who was called Saul at the time, was on the road to Damascus, Jesus made a non-prophesied appearance:

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.

And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
Acts 9:1-5

Notice that it was a light from heaven that came to Paul. The other apostles were called by Jesus while on the earth. Paul was called by Jesus from Heaven. Paul also related the story of his conversion to King Agrippa:

But rise, and stand upon they feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee:

Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 
Acts 26:16-18

This was a new program, given to a new apostle, called by Jesus from Heaven. Just as Paul was called from Heaven, he tells us that the church, the body of Christ is also a heavenly program. The church is a heavenly people with heavenly blessings and a heavenly destination.

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 3:20

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

And hath raised us up together and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 1:3, 2:6

Another foundational truth of rightly dividing the Scriptures is that the church is a heavenly people and Israel a nation made for the earth, with earthly promises and blessings. Our blessings (and we have them all) are in Heaven. Israel will one day take its rightful place as God’s nation and kingdom on the earth, but this is not God’s program today. He is not using a national earthly people. His Kingdom program will be fulfilled later at His return, when Israel will be restored as His national earthly Kingdom, with none other than Jesus Christ reigning as king. 

God’s prophetic time table is now on hold, during this dispensation of the grace of God. The prophetic clock has stopped. God is now working within the body of Christ, His church. The church did not take the place of Israel, or become spiritual Israel, as some teach. Nor can the United States of America claim the promises given exclusively to God’s nation of Israel. In fact, the future promises that God made to Israel will not be fulfilled until the dispensation of the grace of God has been completed, and the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. This is why there are no special Christians in the world today. We are on the same plain, and we come to God the same way, through faith and trust in the sacrifice that Jesus paid for us on the cross. Even Jews that believe today are no more special to God than any of us Gentiles. They must come to God for salvation in the same way we come to God. The fact that Jews are not a blessed people today may be contrary to what many believe, even to what I think I once believed, but nevertheless it is Bible truth.

Thank God for this mystery revealed to Paul. And now, our mission must be the same as his:
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 3:9
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