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· Three things will keep us from considering any challenges to what we believe, or what we think we believe. The longer we are Christians, the harder it is to consider another point of view. I am not talking about changing our viewpoint on the non-negotiable points of Bible doctrine, such as the doctrine of God and our salvation through the cross. But there are other hermeneutical principles to be considered that perhaps will help further our understanding of the Scriptures. The three things that will keep us from considering a new point of view are:
· Tradition

· Legalism

· The flesh

· Tradition
Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.
Colossians 1:16-18

Tradition is that which we have been taught, practiced, and believed over the years of our Christian life. We have formed our beliefs and values based primarily on what others have taught us. We didn’t question what we were taught, even when it seemed questionable, because we trusted those who taught us. We trusted our teachers to give us correct information. We respected our spiritual leaders and those who taught us. We adopted their spiritual catch phrases and terminology. We now teach the things they taught us. We want to emulate them, not considering that there may be another point of view that they did not teach us.

When examined closely, we will see that many of the things we believe, we believe because of tradition. We often quote the verse about the Bereans, who searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17:11), but please consider, nothing further is said about the Bereans; the Bible does not say whether a church was started there. Yes, the Bereans searched the Scriptures, but perhaps they just couldn’t break away from their traditions.

Just what are the traditions to which I refer? The following is a list of what I believe are traditions, because there are no clear commandments or specific teaching in the Scriptures for any of them. When these traditions are carried even further, they result in legalism. Water baptism, communion, (please note, the word communion is never used in the Bible in reference to the Lord’s Supper), Christmas, and Easter are all traditions that we keep in different ways, depending upon the teaching and exposure we have had throughout our life. We develop what I call a philosophy of ministry, based upon the traditions handed down to us. Even our view toward worship days is based on tradition. When encountering ideas that may be different from the traditions we hold, they challenge our security, and we become defensive, because everything we hold dear is under attack. Growth comes when we consider all things in the light of the Scriptures, willing to lay down our pre-conceived ideas and traditions. We must also be willing to cast aside the ideas and traditions that do not line up with the truth of the Word of God.

In the past, I think I have been reluctant to consider an idea that was contrary to what I believed; or rather, contrary to the teaching of the Calvary Chapel movement. But, there were some nagging unanswered questions. Calvary fellowships were fond of saying they had done away with traditions, but had actually created new ones. They began serving the traditions, more than following the Scriptures.
· Legalism
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (touch not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?
Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh.
Colossians 2:20-23

Sometimes the most legalistic people are those who claim to have the most liberty. Even those who teach that we are not under law but under grace often have a legalistic approach to spiritual things. Legalism helps us to feel spiritual because it is believed that if we do certain things, then God is obligated to bless and honor us for our obedience. But God does not accept us in this way! God accepts us because we have believed in the provision He made on the cross; that is, Jesus died in our place for our sins.

Many so-called spiritual activities are nothing more than disguised legalism. Even prayer can take legalistic form, when we think that God will bless because of the prayer of faith. Many today talk about fasting to get God’s attention, believing that He will answer because we have fasted. Another legalistic subject is giving. We often hear that God will prosper us financially when we give to Him. This is not correct Biblical motivation for giving. This is all another form of legalism.

These ideas are in the Christian main stream of teaching. Considering that there might be another point of view is to attempt to swim upstream against the current. In my case, I had studied the Bible for 25 years, and followed a certain hermeneutical principle. When we begin to see things from a dispensational, right division point of view, others may not share the new illumination. It is difficult when the others are friends and those with whom we have shared ministry and fellowship. The difficulty lies in separating from the emotional response that our prior beliefs brought us.

I used to view as legalistic, those churches that required adherence to a prescribed dress code, specified hair length, no make-up or jewelry and only dresses and no pants for women. Yes, these are legalistic, but it doesn’t stop there. Legalism is anything that I think I can do that will please God and cause Him to respond because of what I have done. We know something is legalistic when we feel guilty if we don’t do a certain thing that we view as spiritual duty. Legalism causes me to feel guilty when I don’t do all the things that a spiritual Christian should do; or at least what I think a Christian should do. We often set for ourselves extremely high standards, such lofty spiritual mountain peaks that are impossible for us to climb. We then feel a legalistic obligation to attempt to keep the standard, even though we fail, time after time. In fact, God didn’t put that mountain before us. Traditions as mentioned earlier, carried to an extreme, result in legalism.
· The Flesh
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind . . .
Colossians 2:18

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:

But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
Romans 7:18-25

The flesh is the servant of the law of sin. The flesh is that which motivates the other two stumbling blocks mentioned earlier, i.e., tradition and legalism. The flesh does not want itself cut off from others when taking a different approach to understanding Scripture. It was the flesh that motivated Eve to disobey God in the Garden of Eden:
Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
Genesis 3:1-6

· There are three distinct appeals given to Eve by the serpent:

· Good for food (physical and material satisfaction)

· Pleasant to the eyes (coveting)

Desired to make one wise (worldly ambition)

The flesh can be drawn away when we don’t know the Word, just as Eve was drawn away. She knew God said something about the trees in the garden, but she didn’t get it entirely straight. Concerning the tree in the midst of the garden, God did not say anything about touching it, nor did He say lest ye die. But Satan quoted God verbatim, only negatively; Ye shall not surely die. We can be led astray, or kept from the full knowledge of the truth by our lack of knowledge of the truth and refusal to consider the testimony of the Scriptures. Satan’s main ploy in these days is to keep us busy doing good spiritual activities that will keep us away from the truth of the Word. Christians become emotionally involved in a cause, whatever it may be, and neglect the preaching and teaching of the Scriptures. When presented with the rightly divided, dispensational teachings of the grace movement, people often recoil against it with great emotion. Sadly, legalistic traditions have taken hold of the flesh.

The flesh represents pride. It is hard to admit having had an incorrect view, or rather an incomplete view about many Bible teachings for many years. There are those who through the years have respected my Bible teaching; those who testified to the life changing principles given to them through my teaching. Now, I must go to them and retract some things, and add some new truths. Giving up a position of respect is not easy; at least, that’s what I think I had.
Will you allow tradition, legalism and the flesh to stop you from further investigation of the truths presented in these Reformation Papers?
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