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A

nd a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.

Acts 18:24-26

Just as Aquila and Priscilla instructed Apollos in "the way of God more perfectly" those in the grace movement instructed me. Although I believe that for the past twenty-five years I have preached and taught the grace of God, I also mixed it with some of Israel’s program, which of course is based on law and God’s conditional covenant that He made with Israel. Most of evangelical Christianity today is preaching a mixture of grace and Israel’s program. This is illustrated in the subject of this paper and in the paper entitled, Defining the Implications and Redefining the Experiences.

The questions presented in this paper are issues that changed my thinking and viewpoint about some things I used to believe; at least what I think I used to believe. Most of what I believed was primarily based on what others said about the Bible. It’s amazing that the Bible can be stretched and bent to mean just about anything a person wants it to mean, as long as it agrees with preconceived ideas handed down by the spiritual giants who have gone before us. The premise of this paper is:

We have a book that is God’s Word and it will speak for itself.

The literal interpretation is the best meaning. The Bible itself will tell you when it is not to be taken literally. A non-literal understanding of the Scriptures is subject to interpretations of men. The Bible must be allowed to speak for itself, and we must agree that anytime we disagree with the Bible we are wrong.

Question #1. Were the gospels preached by Jesus while on the earth, Peter on the day of Pentecost, and Paul the Apostle the same gospel?

Traditional Answer:

Yes, they were the same gospel. I used to believe this.

Another Point of View:

The Scriptures indicate that there were various gospels preached at various times. Notice these passages from the Gospels:

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

Matthew 4:17, 23

The Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus preached, included healings and miracles. But, just what did Jesus preach? His message certainly consisted of repentance, but what else? After all, He was not yet crucified for the sins of the world. The following passages illustrate this further:

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.

Luke 9:1-2, 6

Now, Jesus sends the twelve disciples out to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom, also accompanied by healings and casting out of devils. This is extremely interesting when you consider this next passage:

Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things that were spoken.
Luke 18:31-34

When Jesus reveals to the twelve that he will be put to death and rise on the third day, it went over their heads. They didn’t understand it. But those are the events that bought our salvation. What did the twelve preach when Jesus sent them out? It was the Gospel of the Kingdom, also preached by Jesus, which was a Jewish Kingdom message. Paul dealt with the question of the gospel while preaching to the Gentiles.

But the contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto he heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

Galatians 2:7-9

The important phrases in the above passage are, "the gospel of the uncircumcision" and "the gospel of the circumcision." These are two different gospels with two different and distinct messages. The eleven apostles stayed at Jerusalem; the believers there were Jews. Peter was definitely their apostle. But Paul who was not one of the twelve (i.e., he did not take the place of Judas Iscariot) went to the Gentiles. In this passage from Galatians he points out that they (Paul and Barnabas) would go to the heathen. But it’s interesting to note that Paul preached in synagogues to Jews every chance he got. The inference is that the unbelieving Jews were part of the heathen to whom Paul agreed to preach. Think about it.

There was a difference in the invitations to salvation given by Jesus, Peter and Paul. First, the words of Jesus:

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Mark 16:16-18

This passage of Scripture bothered me for years. I did not like to teach it. When I did teach it, I scrambled to find some commentary that would help me with the meaning. I would listen to Bible study tapes by Chuck Smith on this passage, only to discover that Chuck often skipped over verses like these; reading them but making no comment. No wonder. The commentaries that say something about these verses explain them away or try to selectively apply them. Some segments of the church accept portions of it such as the Church of Christ and water baptism. They would agree with verse 16, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved . . ." but why don’t they take the rest of the passage about speaking with new tongues, casting out devils, taking up serpents, and drinking deadly things? At Calvary Chapel we accepted the baptism part but quickly added that water baptism was not necessary for salvation. In the Calvary Chapel movement speaking in tongues and casting out demons were encouraged and practiced but we would never consider taking up serpents or drinking any deadly thing. This is selective theology, accepting and believing part of the passage and explaining away the other part. The Church of Christ with its teaching on the necessity of water baptism as a condition for salvation actually has the proper meaning of the passage. They err when they apply the passage in the present dispensation. When I taught these passages I had to explain why we did not practice or expect to see all of these things. This was also an attempt to teach a passage written for another dispensation. Some may argue that this is a conditional promise. Where is the condition other than what Jesus said in verse 15, . . . "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature? He that believeth . . ." is the only condition given. This was a commission given to Jewish believers who would enter the physical Kingdom of God upon the earth. Peter’s message was similar:

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 2:38

In Acts 2 Peter speaks to Jews. They had assembled in Jerusalem from all over the world for the celebration of the Passover. Peter’s message was in essence the same as Jesus’ message: Repent and be baptized. Again our friends in the Church of Christ interpret the verse correctly, stating that baptism is a requirement for salvation. Unfortunately they have applied its meaning in the wrong dispensation.

What was Paul’s invitation to salvation?

And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

Acts 16:31

The only requirement given in Paul’s gospel is to believe. Without the revelation given by Jesus to Paul we would not have the glorious truth of the grace of God and righteousness by faith. This message of Paul is different from that of Jesus and Peter. The seeming contradiction between Paul’s message and that of Jesus and Peter is clarified when each is placed in its proper dispensation. We have discussed this at length in previous Reformation Papers. Paul gives the components of his gospel:

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures . . .

I Corinthians 15:1-4

Paul is our apostle and has given us the message of the gospel of the grace of God. Paul’s gospel consists of three simple facts: Christ died for our sins, He was buried, and He rose again the third day. It is a different message from that of Peter and the other apostles. Diligently study these things.

Question #2. Paul said (Romans 3:28), "Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law." Does James contradict Paul when he says, "Faith without works is dead?" (James 2:26)

The Traditional Answer:

No it was not a contradiction. James shows how to demonstrate faith to be seen by others.

Another Point of View:

It very definitely is a contradiction so much so that even Martin Luther called the epistle of James an "epistle of straw," and threw it into the Thames River. 

Martin Luther saw a contradiction between the teaching of Paul on righteousness by faith and the teaching of James on justification by works. Martin Luther was partly correct but he failed to see the distinctly different dispensations.

Both Paul and James used Abraham to illustrate their point on justification. James said . . .

Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

James 2:21-23

James focuses on the offering up of Isaac from Genesis 22. Consider Paul’s account:

What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

Romans 4:1-3

Paul quotes from Genesis 15:6. Paul continues with this topic in Romans 4:

Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? For we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? When he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also.

Romans 4:9-11

God declared Abraham righteous before the covenant of circumcision. He was declared righteous because he believed. We are made righteous the same way by believing. We are included in this because it happened before circumcision, which was an exclusive agreement between God and the nation of Israel. James uses the offering up of Isaac as his example, which happened long after God declared Abraham righteous in Genesis 15. Remember who James is writing to;  ". . . to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad . . ." James seemed to be in charge of the Jewish believers in Jerusalem. He never left Jerusalem. James is more easily understood when placed in the proper dispensational context.

There is a contradiction between Paul and James if you try to apply both to this present dispensation. Thank God for His glorious revelation of grace given to Paul.

Question #3. I John 1:9, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness". Do we have to confess our sins to be forgiven by God?

Traditional Answer:

Yes for our initial salvation we do have to confess our sins. Then if sin breaks our fellowship with God, to restore that fellowship we must confess our sins. This does not mean we are no longer saved; it’s just that our relationship with God has been cut off because of our sin. If we do not confess we may die a premature death as a result of the discipline and judgment of God upon our sins and suffer loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

Another Point of View:

No we do not have to confess our sins. Confession of sin is really an Old Testament principle and part of the covenant of the law.

Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the LORD; and that person be guilty; then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed. Numbers 5:6-7

Confession of sin brings remembrance of sin. Every time there was a sacrifice under the Old Testament law sin was remembered. Hebrews reveals the problem with this system:

For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.
Hebrews 10:1-4

Those sacrifices could not take away sins. The continual offerings illustrate this truth because they brought a continual remembrance of sins, but Jesus accomplished something tremendous on the cross:

But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified.

Hebrews 10:12-14

Let’s return to I John 1:9. Years ago I spent a lot of time studying the book of I John. Many verses in I John were hard to understand but somehow there was always an explanation. But using the principles of rightly dividing the Word of Truth, I John is viewed in an entirely different light. Who is John writing to? Notice I John 1:1:

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.

This is a description of Israel. These are the people that looked upon Jesus, for He came to His own people the Jews. In Galatians 2:9 John was one of the apostles remaining at Jerusalem ministering to the Jewish believers. John also wrote another very interesting verse with serious implications:

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 

I John 3:9

When teaching I John this is one of those verses that you might wish wasn’t there. There are explanations for the verse such as; John is talking about someone who would choose to practice sin, habitually. But what sin is not habitual? If you do something only once a week is that not habitual? This verse clearly says, "he cannot sin." Understanding dispensational truth helps the exposition of the verse. Since John writes to Jews, and those Jews were waiting for the Kingdom of God to come to the earth, he references a truth about the New Covenant that God promised to make with His people. There are two main Old Testament passages about this New Covenant:

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD: But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

Jeremiah 31:31-33

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

Ezekiel 36:26-27

God will take care of the sin problem and the inability of man’s flesh to keep His commandments. Under the new covenant He will cause them to keep his law. Notice that this new covenant is made with Israel and Judah. This is not our promise. This is still yet future, to be established when Jesus returns to the earth to set up His Kingdom.

So, what has happened to our sin? The Bible clearly says that we are all under sin and guilty before God. How was this problem resolved?

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace . . .

Ephesians 1:7

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins . . . 

Colossians 1:14

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses . . .

Colossians 2:13

Our sins are forgiven because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ. I only need to believe this fact and I find forgiveness with God. I can’t confess something that is already forgiven. My guilt was imparted to Jesus and His righteousness was imparted to me because of faith in His complete work.

Question #4. Do we have to forgive others before God can forgive us? After all, Jesus said, "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will you Father forgive your trespasses". Matthew 6:14-15
Traditional Answer:

Yes, we do have to forgive others to be forgiven by God. However, this is forgiveness from God for our fellowship and relationship with Him and not forgiveness related to our salvation.

Unforgiveness brings a root of bitterness that will cause all sorts of problems, most of all disturbing our fellowship with God. The solution is to forgive others and not to hold a grudge.

Another Point of View:

There is nothing we can do to earn God’s forgiveness. He has already forgiven us and it will last forever.

Jesus was not talking about fellowship with God that would suffer if we do not forgive. He definitely talked about forgiveness of sins by God. This relates to salvation. But Paul has a different view altogether:

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’sake hath forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:32

What is our reason to forgive others? God has already forgiven us. God is the initiator; man is the responder. We respond to his grace toward us by forgiving others and demonstrating his grace to others through that forgiveness. Notice the past tense, "as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you." Thank God His forgiveness of my sins does not depend upon my forgiving others. I am without hope if this is not so. But knowing that I am forgiven for all eternity motivates me to forgive others. Paul also said:

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
Colossians 3:13
Quarrels happen. Problems with people happen. That’s life; as long as we live in this body of flesh, we experience conflicts with others. The guiding principle is to demonstrate God’s grace to others in any situation. Forgiven people will forgive.

Question #5. Jesus in His earthly ministry, James in his epistle, and John in his 1st epistle give some dynamic prayer promises. Why don’t they consistently work? These prayer promises are as follows:

Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 
Matthew 18:19
Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsover ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.

Matthew 21:21-22
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

James 1:5-7
Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
James 5:14-16
And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.
I John 5:14-15
Traditional Answer:

Yes, there are several prayer promises given in the New Testament but with those promises are various conditions. 

The will of God must also be considered. Prayer can only be answered according to the will of God. If we "regard iniquity in our heart, the Lord will not hear us." (Psalm 66:18) If we don’t forgive others God will not answer prayer. If we ask for something only to "consume it upon our lusts," (James 4:3), God will not answer. God will answer when it serves His purposes.

Another Point of View:

While these scriptures do promise answers to prayer we must view them in their proper dispensational context.

Jesus came as the Jewish Messiah specifically to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 15:24). His instructions concern life in the Kingdom. Israel was given a conditional covenant; i.e., God’s blessings came if they kept their end of the bargain by keeping His laws and statutes. They were promised physical and material blessings up front. They had to wait, however, for the future spiritual blessings. But because Israel rejected Jesus Christ they were set aside. God began a new work, revealing this new mystery to Paul the Apostle. The mystery was God’s creation of the Church, the Body of Christ. God would no longer use a particular nation. No longer would there be a division among people. All people in all nations must to come to God in the same way, through faith in what Jesus accomplished on the cross.

Blessings given to the Church, the Body of Christ, are the reverse of the blessings given to Israel. The church has been blessed "with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." (Ephesians 1:3) We have all the spiritual blessings up front and we are told to wait for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body (Romans 8:23). Israel was prepared for an earthly kingdom; therefore, their bodies needed healing to maintain their life in the kingdom. Their blessings focused on the physical plot of land that God gave to Abraham and his seed. Our blessings are not associated with that land. Some want us to believe that the United States is now the land that God favors, but that is not supported in the Scriptures. How often we hear Christians quote II Chronicles 7:14:

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
I know some find it offensive when I say it, but this scripture applies only to Israel and their land. We cannot claim it for the United States. We are a spiritual people, and our focus is on heaven. (See Philippians 3:20 & Colossians 3:1-2)

Under the Kingdom plan when Jesus has returned to the earth to rule and to reign, the above scriptures concerning prayer promises will work perfectly and consistently. God is not now playing mystical games with us enticing us to see if we have enough faith in order for Him to answer our prayers in the way these scriptures declare. This is the age of God’s grace, and the Kingdom program has been temporarily set aside. Prayer takes on a new perspective in the dispensation of the grace of God. 

Please don’t take a legalistic view toward prayer. I have friends who believed that God was not blessing them because they didn’t spend enough time in prayer. I once taught this. When a long time is spent in prayer emotions take over, and an opening is given to unscriptural practices. God has already blessed us with all spiritual blessings. What more can He do?
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