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or

STEPS TO HELP YOU CROSS THE GREAT CHASM, PART II

Reformation Papers #10                      by David Greenwood


The questions in this paper, as well as the previous and next paper are designed to provoke intelligent thought concerning the teaching of the Scriptures. Again, the premise is:   we believe the Bible to be the Word of God, and we will allow the Bible to speak for itself. I believe that God said in the Bible what He means, and means what He said. We continue with question number six.
6.
Why did the communal living in the first part of the book of Acts end, and why don’t we see the same power that killed Annanias and Saphira working in the church today?
Traditional Answer
Apparently, it just didn’t work. The believers in Jerusalem stayed in Jerusalem when Jesus had actually called them to go into all the world. The power and working of the Holy Spirit were extraordinary because the church was just beginning. Believers needed that demonstration of power to confirm their faith. This was God’s ideal, and many believe and teach that  it would work again if the church would exercise enough faith.
Another Point of View
The attempt to live communally was a Kingdom principle and was never given as instruction to the church, the body of Christ. 

As a result of the communal living, and the sharing in common of all material provisions, the church in Jerusalem experienced great poverty. They had expected the Kingdom of God to be established immediately, but it was not. These Kingdom believers did not see the full picture, that God had set aside Israel, and was now revealing His mystery concerning the body of Christ to Paul the Apostle. God was doing a new work of His grace, and the Kingdom would be a future event. But they had expected it immediately, which is why they sold everything and put the money and provisions in a common treasury. This is communism in its highest ideal form. Peter, writing to these saints, explained the delay in the coming of the Kingdom:

And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.
II Peter 3:15-16
Even Paul was asked to remember the poor, as he explained in Galatians 2:10. Paul, in writing about his willingness to do this, wrote:
But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem.
Romans 15:25-26
The Kingdom economy is different from the dispensation of the grace of God. While Kingdom living involves selling possessions, and putting the money in a common treasury, grace requires:

if any would not work, neither should he eat.
II Thessalonians 3:10
We are waiting on a heavenly kingdom. Annanias and Saphira were killed in judgement because law governs the Kingdom, and the breaking of law demands judgment. If this same power of God that brought judgment upon Annanias and Saphira was at work in the church today, people would drop over dead left and right. I for one don’t want to see God working in this way. I prefer God’s grace.

Paul the Apostle gives no commandment to live communally. After the early Acts period, (following Paul’s conversion), there is no evidence that the communal living continued. It was clear that Israel’s program was set aside, the nation of Israel was diminishing, and the Kingdom would not be established until sometime in the future. The ministry of the church, the body of Christ was based upon the mystery revealed exclusively to Paul.

7.
In the book of Revelation, the letter to the church at Smyrna (Rev. 2:9), Jesus says, I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. Also, in the letter to Thyatira (Rev. 2:20), Jesus says, Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. And in the letter to the church  at Philadelphia (Rev. 3:9), Jesus says, Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 

Why is Jesus concerned about the items underlined in the quoted passages? 
Traditional Answer
I don’t really know the answer to this one. In some commentaries it is believed that the Jews are the true Christians, and the warning is against false prophets and teachers. In my years of studies, I have never heard anyone address this issue, nor have I considered the question.

As for eating things sacrificed to idols, John in his 1st epistle warns the church to keep yourself from idols, I John 5:21. This is the New Testament version of the Old Testament teaching of make no graven images. After all, the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New Testament in some form.
Another Point of View
Jesus is concerned with true Jews and eating things sacrificed to idols, because He is writing to the Kingdom church that will exist during the Great Tribulation.

Jesus describes Himself in Jewish terms, he that hath the key of David  . . . (Rev. 3:7), and uses Old Testament references to Balaam, (Rev. 2:14) and Jezebel, (Rev. 2:20). He spoke of the new Jerusalem

, . . . and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven.

Revelation 3:12
The church today is destined for Heaven; we are not concerned with these things. Jewish believers will do the evangelizing in the Tribulation, and as a result, many Jews will believe. Some will not be true Jews, and as such will not inherit the Kingdom. This is the Kingdom church and not the church, the body of Christ.

As for eating things sacrificed to idols, Paul dealt with this topic:

As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.

But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.
I Corinthians 8:4-13

Paul’s perspective is one of liberty, because an idol is nothing; however, the principle of grace does not insist on liberty if another believer might be offended. Paul also said in Romans 14:23, whatsoever is not of faith is sin. It may be sin for a weaker believer to eat meat sacrificed to an idol. Another believer may have liberty to eat that meat, knowing that an idol is nothing, and the eating of that meat means nothing to God, good or bad, but grace does not encourage us to insist upon our liberty.

But during the Tribulation when God once again is dealing with His nation who is preparing for His Kingdom to come upon the earth, eating things sacrificed to idols will be against Kingdom law. This is established in the covenant of law God made with Israel:
For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God: lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they go a-whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice; and thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and their daughters go a-whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a-whoring after their gods.

Exodus 34:14-16

Again, look at Paul’s principle on this subject:

I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself:  but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.

Let not then your good be evil spoken of: for the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God and approved of men.
Romans 14:14-18

It must be noted, however, to those waiting on the earthly Kingdom, it was and will be a Kingdom of meat and drink. It was, and will be based upon God’s law and commandments. But our destination, the Kingdom of Heaven is righteousness, peace and joy.  Paul said, there is nothing unclean of itself, but we are to be concerned with the spiritual welfare of the weaker believer.

All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. Let no man seek his own, but every man another’s wealth.

Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.

If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake. But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof:

Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man’s conscience? For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks?
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
I Corinthians 10:23-31

This is the principle of grace; in the letters to the churches in the book of Revelation, Jesus is speaking about law, applicable only to the future Kingdom.

8.
What was the emphasis and who were the recipients of Jesus’s earthly ministry?
Traditional Answer
John 1:11 says,  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But He also came to the whole world:
as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
John 1:12-13
Jesus emphasized the need for the new birth (John 3:3), in order to see the Kingdom of God. The key is believing in Him and receiving Him. Anyone can receive Him, especially since His own people rejected Him.
Another Point of View
The recipients of Jesus’ ministry were the Jews, as Jesus said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matthew 15:24)  The emphasis of His ministry was repentance and the Kingdom of God.
From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy;  and he healed them.
Matthew 4:17, 23-24

It was the Jewish nation of Israel that needed to be born again. To attempt to interpret the four gospels without understanding the proper context results in confusion. The gospels are Jewish, and make sense only when read in that light.

The church, the body of Christ is made up of new creatures, II Corinthians 5:17, and is not a nation that has been born again. The words of Jesus recorded in the gospels are primarily Jewish, Kingdom talk.

There are things to learn from the study of the gospels and the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, such as doctrine of the person of Jesus Christ and of God. But, Jesus’ ministry was not about the mystery revealed to Paul. Not only that, but Jesus said He didn’t come to do away with the law, but to fulfill the law, Matthew 5:17. He actually made the law more difficult by His additional supplements to the law in the Sermon on the Mount, (Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, 31-32, 33-37, 38-42, 43-48). The Sermon on the Mount is the way the law will operate in the Kingdom.

While the fact of the cross is that which bought our salvation, Paul is our Apostle, and our doctrine for church practice and our Christian walk in grace is found in his epistles only. Jesus’ earthly ministry was fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. But, the establishment of a new body, where there would not be Jew or Gentile, but all one, was a mystery hidden until revealed exclusively to Paul.

9.
How were Gentiles saved under the law and during the ministry of Jesus?
Traditional Answer
Gentiles were saved in the same manner in which we are saved, by faith. God honors the faith of anyone who is truly seeking after Him.
Another Point of View
In the Bible, the Gentiles may have been saved by faith, but there were certain requirements for that faith to bring salvation.

The Jewish nation was to be a testimony to all the world of God’s mercy and offer of salvation; however, under the Old Testament law a Gentile had to become a Jew and keep the law of Moses. Jesus said, salvation is of the Jews, John 4:22. To find salvation, Gentiles had to go through the Jews. This is illustrated best in the following Scripture, which speaks of the future Kingdom:

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.
Zechariah 8:23
The Jews will lead the Gentiles to God in the Kingdom. The following Scriptures are examples of Gentiles who found salvation by coming through the Jews:
Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honorable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valor, but he was a leper.

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.

And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules’ burden of earth? For thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the LORD. In this thing the LORD pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the LORD pardon thy servant in this thing.

And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.
II Kings 5:1, 9-10, 14-19
And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coast, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David: my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.

But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
Matthew 15:22-28
There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, a devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.

He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he looked on him he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.
And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: he lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest do to.
Acts 10:1-6
The above Scriptures represent only a few of the many which show the route a Gentile had to take to find salvation. Old Testament references to the salvation of Gentiles are in a Kingdom context. The treatment shown to the Jews by other nations during the Great Tribulation will determine the eternal destiny of those nations (Matthew 25:31-46). It was not until the mystery (Ephesians 3:1-7) was revealed to Paul that Gentiles were given equal status. All must come to God today in the same way, by trusting in God’s provision at the cross.

As a further note of interest, you will find, as I have found, that Bible references to another nation do not in fact mean the Gentiles. It refers to the believing remnant in Israel. Gentiles do not comprise one nation, but are referred to as the nations.

10.
Romans 8:26 says, Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Doesn’t the Bible say that it is Jesus that makes intercession for us? Are there two intercessors for us before God?
Traditional Answer
The Holy Spirit intercedes for us by praying according to the will of God.

This includes those times when words are impossible, and we find that we just groan before the Lord. According to Romans 8:26, this groaning is understood by God, because it is the Holy Spirit interceding for us. I used to teach this.
Another Point of View
For me, this question has been one of the most intriguing. It will take other Scriptures to help clarify the meaning of this verse. We so often just accept the popular teaching without digging in further, and allowing Scripture to interpret Scripture. For instance, consider these verses:
For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
I Timothy 2:5
For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.
Hebrews 9:24
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
Romans 8:34
There are not two intercessors! There is only one intercessor for us before God and that is Jesus Christ.

If Romans 8:26 is not about intercession before God, then what is the verse talking about? We need a closer examination of the passage, to extract the meaning. The first word is Likewise, which is a word of comparison. The work of the Spirit described in Romans 8:26 is being compared to the previous verses. This takes us to:
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
Romans 8:18-25
We are waiting on the redemption of our body. This is our hope; it ceases to be hope when it becomes sight. We groan within ourselves, waiting on this hope. We are to wait for it with patience.

We know we have this hope because we read it in the Scriptures. The Scriptures are God’s, Spirit inspired, words. It is in this context that the Spirit is making intercession; the direction of the intercession is from God to man. The Spirit intercedes according to the will of God, because He has inspired and written a book, which is the complete revelation of God. The Spirit speaks to us and intercedes as we read His Word. Even Jesus said, . . . the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life (John 6:63). Where is the Spirit working today? He works in God’s Word, the Bible. Do I want to be led by the Spirit? Then I must read His Word.

Romans chapter 8 is all about the work of the Spirit. Romans 8:26-27 is one of the hubs of the chapter. Note the facts about the Spirit in this chapter:

1.
We are to walk after the Spirit, vs. 1 & 4

2.
We are in the Spirit, vs. 9

3.
The Spirit dwells in us, vs. 9

4.
The Spirit is life, vs. 10

5.
The Spirit will quicken our mortal body, vs. 11

6.
We mortify the deeds of the body through the Spirit, vs. 13

7.
The Spirit leads us, vs. 14

8.
The Spirit bears witness with our Spirit, vs. 16

9.
We have the first fruits of the Spirit, vs. 23

10.
The Spirit intercedes for us, vs. 26

These ten things are all accomplished by the Spirit working through His Word. This is how to be renewed in the spirit of your mind, (Ephesians 4:23), and how our minds are renewed, according to Romans 12:2. The Spirit intercedes with our spirit, which is part of our mind. That is why Paul says that we are to be spiritually minded, Romans 8:6.

Jesus is our intercessor before God in Heaven. The Holy Spirit, working through the Scriptures, is our intercessor here on earth. He leads us, and speaks to us through His Word. He will do none of these things apart from His written Word.
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